
NALSAR for Migrant Workers: Press Release (8 June 2020)  

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on the rights of workers to life,                

livelihood, shelter and health, the alumni and students of NALSAR University of Law,             

Hyderabad have come together to contribute to ongoing relief efforts in India. We see the               

COVID-19 emergency as exacerbating an already unconscionable disregard for migrant          

workers’ fundamental rights to equality, wages, social security, bodily autonomy, health and            

livelihood. 

As lawyers, we have a responsibility towards ensuring that migrant workers are able to access               

their basic rights. We understand that our intervention is limited, but we hope to start a                

conversation on the urgent need to acknowledge and correct a status quo that has brought               

immense suffering to workers, and threatened their lives and livelihoods at an unprecedented             

scale. We have partnered with multiple civil society organisations and individuals to support             

stranded migrant workers with nutritious food, water, sanitation kits and travel arrangements            

for those who wish to travel to their homes.  

NALSAR alumni, students and many others have been immensely supportive of this            

initiative. We have collected a total of INR 28 lakh through our fundraiser so far, and spent a                  

cumulative amount of approximately INR 19 lakh. Detailed information about our           

expenditure is available on our website, https://nalsarformigrantworkers.com/. We aim to          

collect further funds to help expand relief efforts. After extensive consultations with civil             

society networks, labour unions and government officials operating on the ground to            

understand the most urgent needs, and internal deliberations, the funds collected have been             

directed towards the following projects:  

Bus travel from Bhilwara, Rajasthan to Chitrakoot, Uttar Pradesh 

In collaboration with Jai Bhim Vikas Seva Sanstha and Akhil Bharatiya Samaj Sewa             

Sansthan, we facilitated the travel of 9 migrant worker families of 20 adults and 25 children,                

on 02 June 2020. They were employed in a brick kiln, and travelled from Bhilwara district,                

Rajasthan, to Chitrakoot, Uttar Pradesh. The brick kiln closed due to the lockdown, and the               
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workers lost their jobs. They were stranded with little money, no shelter, water or access to                

basic amenities. Some of them had even commenced their long journey back home on foot.  

When we received a distress call for support from the collaborating NGOs, we helped arrange               

a bus to take them home. Additionally, we provided the workers with food and a cash transfer                 

for immediate needs (INR 1000 per adult) to help sustain them when they got home. After a                 

24-hour long journey, and halting at two places for meals, the workers safely reached              

Chitrakoot. At the quarantine centre there, they were all screened for COVID-19, given             

meals, and provided ration by the State Government. 5 of the workers have reported a slight                

fever, and have been quarantined for further treatment.  

Flight travel from Bengaluru, Karnataka to Raipur, Chhattisgarh 

In collaboration with Loving Migrant Workers Network and Samerth Charitable Trust,           

we organised and funded a chartered flight for the travel of 174 migrant workers including               

four infants from Bengaluru to Raipur through IndiGo airlines on 04 June 2020. We arranged               

for about 12 buses for these passengers to reach the airport from various places in Tamil                

Nadu and Karnataka, including Karwar, Bylakuppe, Kolar, and Hosur, to name a few. We              

financed their journey home and provided a cash transfer (INR 1000 per adult) for immediate               

sustenance.  

At the Bengaluru airport, workers were given food and water before boarding. In             

collaboration with our partner organisations, we also provided other logistical support,           

including protective gear and ration kits for future use.  

The decision to fund flight travel was motivated by several factors. Over the past few months,                

migrant workers have faced the risk of starvation and infection. They have endangered their              

lives by attempting to reach their distant homes on foot or other unsustainable means. Several               

travellers are vulnerable and include the elderly, children, people with severe injuries, persons             

with disabilities, pregnant women, and infants. We were alerted to the need to avoid long               

periods of exposure to large crowds of people in the face of rising infection rates, uncertain                

access to food, and exhaustion from traveling for over 3-4 days.  
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These risks are even more acute, given that many migrant workers had already been living               

without adequate food, water and accommodation for several days since the lockdown was             

imposed. Our consultations with civil society organisations and independent verification with           

transport service providers also showed that the cost per person for bus travel and air travel                

was similar due to the hike in costs of hiring buses over several days for road transport in the                   

present situation, particularly for long journeys. For such long journeys by road, the             

requirement of various permissions across state borders causes further delay. In light of these              

considerations, we took the decision to facilitate the transport by air of migrant workers              

stranded in various parts of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu to Raipur in Chattisgarh.  

Facilitating the journey of 21 migrant workers from Aloor, Kerala to Jasidih,            

Jharkhand 

In partnership with Goonj, we facilitated the home-bound return of 21 migrant workers from              

Aloor, Kerala, to Jasidih, Jharkhand by a Shramik train. They arrived in Jasidih on 04 June                

2020. From Jasidih, the local administration is facilitating their journey home to Jamtara,             

Jharkhand. Ground-level volunteers ensured that they reached the screening centre, provided           

them with meals, as well as bread, biscuits and water bottles (provided by Goonj), and               

ensured that they received regular meals along their journey. 

Logistical support for bus travel from Shillong, Meghalaya to Chandel, Manipur 

We provided logistical support in facilitating the bus travel of 90 passengers on 03 June 2020,                

by putting the concerned NGO, InSIDE-North East in touch with third-party funders, and             

monitored and vouched for them to ensure that they are able to cross the border between                

Meghalaya and Manipur without any hassles.  

Bus Travel from Karimnagar, Telangana to Balangir, Odisha 

With the assistance of additional funds from some public-spirited donors, we facilitated the             

travel of 95 persons from Karimnagar, Telangana to Balangir in Odisha on 05 and 06 June                

2020. The workers had been employed in brick kilns.  
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Food aid in West Bengal 

The Amphan cyclone has compounded the difficulties caused by the pandemic to migrant             

workers’ lives. Many have lost their homes and livelihoods, and face hunger and starvation.              

We collaborated with the National Hawker Federation (NHF) in Kolkata for their            

community food kitchens. We are also collaborating with the Bangla Sanskriti Mancha            

(BSM) for supply of ration kits to 200 affected families. NHF’s community kitchens are              

located at Bowbazar, Avishikta and Sector V, Kolkata. Food is distributed there and             

transported to other locations in Kolkata that have an immediate need for cooked food.  

Food Support at Secunderabad Railway Station, Telangana 

We were informed that migrant workers and their children had been travelling without food              

on a train from Bengaluru to Nagpur on 03 June 2020. Our volunteers at Secunderabad               

collaborated with the Centre for Social Justice, to provide food to passengers at the              

Secunderabad railway station. 

All these relief efforts were informed by constant learning about ground realities. We found              

that while the government has made arrangements for trains and in some cases, travel by               

road, certain logistical difficulties remain to be wholly addressed. It has been our endeavour              

through this initiative to address these issues to some extent, and provide travel, food and               

other logistical assistance to best enable stranded workers to access the services being             

provided by the government. 

With this objective, we are continuing to raise funds for future projects. There remains an               

immense amount of work to be done, and while our efforts cannot help all workers affected                

by this crisis, any contribution will help make a difference to those whom we can reach.  

Our fundraiser is supported by Milaap’s crowdfunding services. We would also like to thank              

Foodshaala Foundation, an NGO founded by one of our alumni, for partnering with us on               

this initiative. We are grateful to all the collaborating civil society organisations, and IndiGo              

airlines and their staff for the flight. We are also grateful to Shyel Trehan, C.K. Nandakumar,                

and Suhaan Mukherjee, alumni of the National Law School of India University, Bangalore,             

for providing crucial guidance to our efforts in making the flight arrangements. A team of               
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several NALSAR alumni and student volunteers have also worked hard to ensure            

coordination with travelers, ground level volunteers, and collaborating organisations for each           

of the projects. Without their immense dedication to this cause, the relief efforts would not               

have been possible.  

Given the continuing need for relief and rehabilitation in the coming weeks and months, we               

hope that people will continue to donate generously and help us share our message widely.               

Please visit our website at https://nalsarformigrantworkers.com/ for any further queries or           

information.  
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Attachment to Press Release dt. 08.06.2020 - NALSAR FOR MIGRANT WORKERS 

(PHOTOGRAPHS) 

[Copyright for all images belong to Devjyoti Banerjee, circulated here with permission;            

images attached below.]  
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